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[bookmark: _GoBack]I recall hearing the term digital divide several years ago on a television news program.  I immediately thought of a generational gap among the youth and elderly’s knowledge and skills of computers.  The news segment went on to report about the economic inequalities of owning a computer and having access to the internet.  Since viewing this news report, I realize the digital divide continues to grow among the lower socioeconomic class.  However, I was surprised to learn of the vast geographic inequalities that still exist in rural communities and the southern states.  I was most surprised to learn the United States ranked 12th among developed nations for wired internet access. It is a disgrace to think the United States created the internet, yet there are countries like Portugal and Russia that will soon have more advanced fiber-optic networks than we do (Crawford, 2011).
The digital divide is having a deep impact on the classroom.  More teachers are assigning homework that requires access to the internet (Brunner, 2013).  The inequalities among students that have internet access and those who do not will only continue to rise.  As educators, we need to consider these facts before assigning homework.  But more importantly, we need to advocate for all students to have equal access at school as well as home.  Teachers can help by writing grants for school laptop computers to be used at home or creating initiatives with local government or businesses to support greater access.  
Technology can empower all learners with diverse backgrounds, characteristics, abilities, and affirm diversity through a vast array of digital materials.  There are endless amounts of technology resources that support creative thinking, problem solving, support differentiated instruction, and explore diversity.  “One of the most empowering uses of digital tools occurs when teachers possess the skills to identify, develop, and apply technology to recognize and validate the diverse backgrounds of their students” (Kingsley, 2007).
I was surprised to watch the YouTube video regarding fair use and copyright laws.  Copyright laws are very strict, but after watching this video, it is a little confusing.  I have learned there are some grey areas regarding some copyrighted information in certain circumstances.  There seems to be some flexibility with teaching and uses in the classroom.
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